Distribution of colorectal cancer in patients with and without ulcerative colitis.
A comparison of the anatomic distribution of colorectal cancer in patients with and without CUC is difficult because of the unequal number of patients in each group and the changing epidemiologic parameters of colorectal cancer in general. In the present study, the distribution of colorectal tumors in patients with and without CUC was compared over two different time periods at a single hospital. In the early time period (1960 to 1975), there was a significantly higher percentage of proximal tumors in the group with cancer and CUC compared to the group with cancer alone. In the most recent time period (1975 to 1981), there was no difference in distribution of colorectal cancer regardless of whether the patient had CUC or not. We believe that the increased percentage of proximal tumors in patients with colorectal cancers and no CUC that has occurred in recent years has led to the present findings of a similar distribution of tumors in patients with and without CUC.